
Global dialogue on 
biomarkers and treatments: 

Agenda and participants

The dementia landscape 
project

18 November 2020

World Dementia
Council Leading the Global Action

Against Dementia

Organized in partnership with



	 The dementia landscape project	 2   |   Global dialogue on biomarkers and treatments: Agenda and participants

Welcome

We are excited to invite you to join us at the first-ever virtual World Dementia 
Council research workshop on 18 November 2020. The world’s first G8 dementia 
summit was held in 2013 in London, where the international community of top 
scientists in the field, research funders, pharmaceutical companies and governments 
committed to accelerate the research agenda and deliver the first disease-modifying 
treatment by 2025. Since then the field has made considerable advances and there 
has been a significant increase in funding in the field of dementia research. This 
has been instrumental in fostering global collaborations and driving cutting-edge 
technological developments, including the use of big data, to understand the biology 
of dementia and develop potential therapeutics and treatments. 

The workshop will cover two themes that we have selected based on their 
importance in the field. Firstly, early detection and biomarkers. This is an exciting 
area of progress and also a key one. According to the World Health Organization, 
around 50 million people have dementia worldwide and this number is projected to 
reach 152 million in 2050. In 2015, the global societal cost of dementia was estimated 
to be $818 billion, and this is projected to rise up to $2 trillion by 2030. Therefore, 
it is critical to be able to accurately detect Alzheimer’s and all other dementia, and 
develop and deliver effective treatments by identifying individuals who might most 
benefit from it. Secondly, the workshop will discuss advances in treatment: what the 
state of play is and what the challenges are. 
 
We are delighted that Professor Oskar Hansson and Professor Reisa Sperling will give 
an overview on the first theme, and Dr Catherine Mummery and Dr Eric Siemers on 
the second. Each will shape their contribution around where we have come from, 
where the field is now, and outline future steps. At the conclusion of the overview 
presentations there will be an open discussion. The session will last for 90 minutes. 
We look forward to having you participate in this exciting workshop.

Professor Philip Scheltens
Director, Alzheimer Center
Amsterdam University Medical Centers

Dr Maria Carrillo
Chief Scientific Officer
Alzheimer's Association
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Logistics and agenda

Wednesday 18 November 2020
Virtual meeting

08:00 - 09:30 CST 	 Chicago
09:00 - 10:30  EST 	 New York
14:00 - 15:30 GMT 	 London
15:00 - 16:30 CET 	 Central Europe
19:30 - 21:00 IST 	 New Delhi
23:00 - 00:30 JST 	 Tokyo

Section Speaker(s)

Welcome Lenny Shallcross

Early detection and biomarkers: 

Opening presentations and opportunity for 

comments

Chair: Maria Carrillo 

Oskar Hansson 

Reisa Sperling

Advancing treatments:

Opening presentations and opportunity for 

comments

Chair: Philip Scheltens

Eric Siemers 

Cath Mummery

Open discussion Moderated by chairs

Closing remarks Lenny Shallcross
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Co-chairs

Dr Maria Carrillo

Maria Carrillo is chief scientific officer at the 
Alzheimer’s Association (US), setting the strategic 
vision for the Association’s global research program. Dr 
Carrillo has published extensively on early diagnosis 
and biomarker standardization efforts, as well as on the 
global challenges to progress for research in Alzheimer’s 
and dementia. She is a co-author of the “Appropriate 
Use Criteria for Amyloid Imaging,” published by the 
Society of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging 
and the Alzheimer’s Association. Dr Carrillo earned 
her PhD from Northwestern University’s Institute for 
Neuroscience and completed a postdoctoral fellowship 
focused on Alzheimer’s brain imaging and risk factors at 
Rush University Medical Center in Chicago.

Professor Philip Scheltens

Philip Scheltens is professor of cognitive neurology and 
director of the Alzheimer Center, Amsterdam University 
Medical Centers (The Netherlands) and member of the 
World Dementia Council. His main clinical and research 
interests are Alzheimer's disease, vascular dementia, 
frontotemporal dementia, magnetic resonance imaging, 
PET imaging and fluid biomarkers. He is active in the 
field of biomarkers and clinical trials and has been 
the national principal investigaror for many studies, 
including phase 1-3 multicenter clinical trials. He 
founded and directs the Alzheimer Center since 2000, 
from which over 70 PhD theses have appeared since. In 
2013, he co-founded the Dutch national plan against 
dementia (Deltaplan Dementie) and serves as the chair 
of its board.
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Speakers

Professor Oskar Hansson

Oskar Hansson is a neurology professor at Lund 
University and serves as a consulting neurologist at 
Skåne University Hospital (Sweden). During the last 
20 years, Professor Hansson has conducted clinical 
and translational research focusing on the earliest 
phases of Alzheimer's. He has built a creative and 
multi-disciplinary research team and leads the Swedish 
BioFINDER study. His research combines the study of 
well characterized patient cohorts with state-of-the-art 
biomedical and biophysical techniques, most notably in 
brain imaging. Professor Hansson earned his doctorate 
in neurobiology, his medical degree, and additional 
training as a neurology specialist at Lund University.

Dr Cath Mummery

Cath Mummery is a consultant neurologist, and leads 
the Cognitive Disorders Service at the National Hospital 
for Neurology and Neurosurgery. She is head of clinical 
trials at the Dementia Research Centre, University 
College London and has been chief investigator on 
over 20 early phase drug trials of potential disease 
modifying agents, including the ground-breaking 
platform trial DIAN-TU in presymptomatic individuals 
at risk of familial AD, and a first-in-human antisense 
oligonucleotide study, targeting MAPT to reduce tau in 
AD. She has a particular interest in early phase studies 
and genetic therapies, and in the psychological impact 
of trial participation. She sits on a number of advisory 
boards for potential disease modifying agents and for 
dementia service development. She is deputy director 
for the Leonard Wolfson Experimental Neurology 
Centre at NHNN, a unit dedicated to the conduct of 
early phase trials in neurodegeneration.
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Dr Eric Siemers

Eric Siemers has over 25 years of experience in clinical 
trials of neurodegenerative disease. His research focus 
is on the use of biomarkers in investigational drug 
research, the development of trial designs that fully 
characterize the effects of investigational drugs on 
chronic diseases, and more specifically, the development 
of strategies for treating individuals before the onset of 
symptoms of neurodegenerative diseases. Dr Siemers 
most recently served as a distinguished medical 
fellow for Eli Lilly and Company’s Alzheimer’s Disease 
Global Development Team, where he was responsible 
for the design and implementation of five large phase 
III clinical studies, in addition to playing a major 
collaborative role in two public-private partnership 
studies. Dr Siemers earned his medical degree from the 
Indiana University School of Medicine (US).

Professor Reisa Sperling

Reisa Sperling is co-principal investigator of the 
Harvard Aging Brain Study in Boston (US). She is a 
neurologist focused on the detection and treatment 
of Alzheimer’s disease, even before clinical symptoms 
are evident. Her research uses neuroimaging and 
cognitive tests to understand the aging brain and the 
earliest changes associated with Alzheimer’s disease. 
She is a professor in neurology at Harvard Medical 
School, director of the Center for Alzheimer Research 
and Treatment at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, and 
director of neuroimaging for the Massachusetts ADRC 
at Massachusetts General Hospital.

Lenny Shallcross

Lenny Shallcross is executive director at the World 
Dementia Council. Prior to that he was Head of 
Community Engagement leading programmes across 
the UK to establish Dementia Friendly Communities. 
This includes the Dementia Friends programme which is 
the biggest health social movement campaign delivered 
by 10,000 volunteers that have recruited 2 million 
individuals through a community, digital and corporate 
offer. Before working for Alzheimer's Society he worked 
in the UK government as a political adviser at DCMS 
and the DoH, as well as working in Parliament and for 
the Labour Party.
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Discussion participants

Professor Ricardo F. Allegri is Head of 
the Department of Cognitive Neurology, 
Neuropsychiatry and Neuropsychology and 
Director of the Ageing and Memory Centre at 
the Neurological Research Institute Raúl Carrea 
(FLENI) in Buenos Aires. He is also Professor 
of Neurology in the School of Medicine at the 
University of Buenos Aires and is chair of the 
Scientific Council at the Association against 
Alzheimer's disease and related disorders 
in Argentina (ALMA). Professor Allegri has 
published extensively on cognitive neurology 
in neurological journals and books and has 
co-edited seven books, including, “Dementia: 
A Multidisciplinary Approach,” one of the most 
important books written in Spanish on this 
topic. He has received over 45 awards in the field 
of Cognitive Neurology and Neuropsychiatry, 
including the National Academy of Medicine 
Award in 2006 and the Research Recognition 
Award by the School of Medicine, University of 
Buenos Aires in 2014. 

Professor Philippe Amouyel is General Director 
of Fondation Plan Alzheimer and Professor 
of Epidemiology and Public Health at the 
University Hospital of Lille, France. Since 1998, 
Professor Amouyel has headed a research unit 
of 50 people dedicated to public health and the 
molecular epidemiology of age-related diseases. 
He has published more than 750 scientific 
articles and participated in the discovery of 20 
confirmed genetic loci predisposing to sporadic 
Alzheimer’s disease. At the European level, 
Professor Amouyel also chairs the European 
Joint Programming Initiative on research on 
neurodegenerative diseases and Alzheimer’s in 
particular (JPND). The main objective of JPND is 
to combine the strength of European and global 
research to tackle these diseases more efficiently.

Professor Ricardo 
Allegri

Head of the 
Department of 
Cognitive Neurology, 
Neuropsychiatry and 
Neuropsychology and 
Director of the Ageing 
and Memory Centre, 
FLENI

Professor 
Philippe Amouyel

General Director, 
Fondation Plan 
Alzheimer and Chair, 
JPND
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Clive has led or co-authored well over 600 
research papers. He received the prestigious 
Weston Brain Institute International 
Outstanding Achievement Award 2019.  His 
main research specialisms are drug discovery, 
dementia prevention, improving care for people 
with dementia in residential homes. He is also an 
expert in Lewy Body Dementia and Parkinson’s 
Disease Dementia, and is an advocate of better 
prescribing and treatment pathways to improve 
outcomes for individuals. Before joining 
Exeter, Clive held directorship roles at King’s 
College London Institute of Psychiatry and at 
the Alzheimer’s Society. He was pivotal in the 
successful campaign to overturn a NICE decision 
and make anti-dementia drugs available for 
people with dementia. Clive is part of a growing 
team of outstanding researchers at the College of 
Medicine and Health, which is recruiting high-
calibre academics and significantly expanding 
educational programmes and student numbers. 
In the last year, the College has reached the 
Leiden ranking’s world top 20 for the quality 
of its Health and Biomedical Science research, 
attracted a £10 million donation from the Dennis 
and Mireille Gillings Foundation, launched a new 
Academy of Nursing and received permission to 
expand Medicine student numbers. 

Dr Randall Bateman is the Charles F. and Joanne 
Knight Distinguished Professor of Neurology, 
Director of the Dominantly Inherited Alzheimer 
Network (DIAN), and Director of the DIAN Trials 
Unit (DIAN-TU). Dr Bateman’s re-search focuses 
on the pathophysiology and development 
of improved diagnostics and treatments of 
Alzheimer’s disease. His lab recently reported 
on a highly accurate blood test for Alzheimer’s 
disease amyloid plaques and also discovered that 
tau production is increased in AD. His research 
in DIAN has provided evidence for a cascade 
of events beginning decades before symptom 
onset that leads to AD dementia, supporting 
development of Alzheimer’s disease prevention 
trials. Dr Bateman directs the DIAN-TU, which 
launched the first prevention trial in families 
with early onset Alzheimer’s disease in 2012.  
The DIAN-TU trial is an advanced worldwide 

Dr Randall 
Bateman

Charles F. and Joanne 
Knight Distinguished 
Professor of Neurology, 
Director of the 
Dominantly Inherited 
Alzheimer Network 
(DIAN), and Director 
of the DIAN Trials Unit 

Professor Clive 
Ballard

Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
and Executive Dean, 
College of Medicine 
and Health, 
University of Exeter 
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adaptive trial platform that tests the most 
advanced therapeutics targeting early onset 
dominantly inherited Alzheimer’s disease.

Dr Howard Bergman is Professor of Family 
Medicine, Medicine (Geriatrics), and Oncology, 
and Assistant Dean, International Affairs, 
Faculty of Medicine, McGill University. In 2009, 
at the request of the Quebec Minister of Health, 
he authored the Quebec Alzheimer Plan and is 
presently working with the Quebec ministry of 
health and social services on its implementation. 
He co-created and co-leads with Professor 
Isabelle Vedel, the Canadian team for healthcare 
services/system improvement in dementia care 
(ROSA research team). In 2018-19, he chaired 
the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences Panel 
of 6 experts for the Assessment of Evidence and 
Best Practices for the development of a Canadian 
Dementia Strategy, assembled at the request of 
Public Health Agency of Canada.

Niranjan Bose is the Managing Director of Health 
and Life Sciences at Gates Ventures, where he 
serves as the Science Advisor to Mr. Bill Gates. 
Prior to this, he was the Chief of Staff to the 
President of the Global Health Program at the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. He was with 
the Gates Foundation from 2007 through 2014, 
which included a few years with their Enterics 
and Diarrheal Diseases (EDD) program strategy 
team, where he was responsible for managing a 
portfolio of investments, which included clinical 
development of enteric vaccines (rotavirus, 
cholera, enterotoxigenic E coli and shigella). 
Prior to joining the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, he was with Strategic Decisions 
Group (and SDG Life Sciences), where he was 
a Senior Consultant and assisted clients in the 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries 
with strategy development, company valuations, 
portfolio management frameworks, revenue 
forecasting, and competitive assessments. 
Niranjan holds a Ph.D. in biochemistry from 
Dartmouth College and an MS in biological 
sciences and BS in pharmaceutical sciences from 
Birla Institute of Technology and Science, Pilani, 

Professor Howard 
Bergman

Professor of Family 
Medicine, Medicine 
(Geriatrics), and 
Oncology,
McGill University

Niranjan Bose

Managing Director 
of Health and Life 
Sciences, 
Gates Ventures
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India. He also received the Business Bridge 
Diploma from the Tuck School of Business at 
Dartmouth.

As Alzheimer’s Society’s Director of Research 
and Influencing, Fiona plays a pivotal role in 
the Society vision to create a world without 
dementia. Fiona has overall responsibility for 
our Research and Influencing strategy; leading 
our growing and ambitious world-class research 
programme and portfolio and our work to 
strengthen our position as the national charity 
leader on dementia health, social care policy and 
societal change. Prior to joining Alzheimer’s 
Society, Fiona was the Deputy Chief Scientific 
Officer for NHS England, providing leadership for 
the 50,000 healthcare science professionals in 
the NHS and expert advice to the health system 
on science, innovation and diagnostics. She 
led a broad portfolio of policy responsibilities 
including establishing the UK Antimicrobial 
Resistance Diagnostics programme and the 
system wide Action Plan on Hearing Loss. 
She is a passionate advocate for women in 
health and led the establishment of the first 
Women in Science and Engineering fellowship 
programme in the NHS. Fiona is committed to 
ensuring that we reach every person who has 
a dementia diagnosis and wants our help. She 
wants to change the conversation on dementia, 
mainstream the rights of people affected by 
dementia and drive the research agenda, working 
tirelessly to improve care and find a cure.

Dr Christopher Chen is a Senior Clinician-
Scientist, Associate Professor at the 
Departments of Pharmacology and Psychological 
Medicine, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, 
National University of Singapore, and Director 
of the Memory Aging and Cognition Centre, 
National University Healthcare System. His 
major research and clinical interests are in 
neuroimaging, molecular biology and treatment 
of stroke and dementia. Currently he is President 
of the Asian Society Against Dementia and past-
chair of the International Society for Vascular 
Behavioural and Cognitive Disorders.

Fiona Carragher

Director of Research 
and Influencing, 
Alzheimer's Society 
(UK)

Dr Christopher 
Chen

Associate Professor, 
National University of 
Singapore
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Dr Howard Chertkow joined Baycrest and the 
University of Toronto from Montreal’s McGill 
University, where he served as Director of 
the Jewish General Hospital (JGH) and McGill 
University Bloomfield Centre for Research in 
Aging and was a Senior Investigator in the Lady 
Davis Institute for Medical Research. In his 
practice at the JGH, Dr Chertkow diagnosed and 
treated patients with early stage Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias, and helped found 
and direct Canada’s largest memory clinic. Dr 
Chertkow will direct the new Kimel Family 
Centre for Brain Health and Wellness, a research, 
education and clinical interdisciplinary program 
to develop and evaluate the most promising 
approaches to preventing cognitive decline. 
As its inaugural Director, Dr Chertkow will 
assemble a state-of-the-art Clinical Trials Unit 
and further develop Baycrest’s translational 
research program in dementia to test the latest 
emerging therapies for Alzheimer’s disease 
and related conditions. He will also serve as a 
Clinical Advisor to the Centre for Aging + Brain 
Health Innovation (CABHI), the largest venture 
of its kind in the global seniors’ care sector.

Jeffrey Cummings, MD, ScD, is Founding 
Director, Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center 
for Brain Health. He is the Joy Chambers-
Grundy Professor of Brain Science, Vice Chair 
for Research, and Director of the Chambers-
Gundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience, 
Department of Brain Health, School of 
Integrated Health Sciences, University of Nevada 
Las Vegas (UNLV).  Dr Cummings is a world-
renowned Alzheimer’s researcher and leader of 
clinical trials.  He has been recognized for his 
research and leadership contributions in the field 
of Alzheimer’s disease through the Henderson 
Award of the American Geriatrics Society (2006), 
the Ronald and Nancy Reagan Research Award 
of the national Alzheimer’s Association (2008), 
and the Lifetime Achievement Award of the 
Society for Behavioral and Cognitive Neurology 
(2017). In 2010, he was honored by the American 
Association of Geriatric Psychiatry with their 
Distinguished Scientist Award.  In 2018, he was 
honored with the Leadership and Achievement 

Dr Howard 
Chertkow

Director, Kimel Family 
Centre for Brain Health 
and Wellness, Baycrest

Professor Jeffrey 
Cummings

Founding Director, 
Cleveland Clinic Lou 
Ruvo Center for Brain 
Health
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Award by the International Society of CNS 
Drug Development, and he received the Bengt 
Winblad Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the national Alzheimer’s Association. In 2019, 
the International Psychogeriatric Association 
awarded him with the Distinguished Service 
Award and he received the Alzheimer’s Drug 
Discovery Foundation’s Melvin R. Goodes Prize 
that honors an innovative researcher who 
has made a significant and lasting impact in 
the field. He was featured in the Gentleman’s 
Quarterly (June 2009) as a “Rock Star of 
Science™.” 

Bart De Strooper, MD, PhD is director of the 
Dementia research Institute of the UK and 
professor of molecular medicine at the VIB 
Centre for Brain and Disease research University 
of Leuven and Professor at University College 
London. His scientific work is focused on the 
understanding of the fundamental mechanisms 
that underlie Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s 
disease. His major finding is the identification of 
gamma-secretase and its role in the proteolysis 
of the amyloid precursor protein and in Notch 
signaling, for which he received the Brain 
Prize 2018 together with Hardy, Goedert and 
Haass. Recently he has reoriented his work 
to the understanding of the cellular phase of 
Alzheimer’s disease. His aim is to understand 
the mechanisms of resilience that make that 
some people survive into very old age with the 
biochemical signs of Alzheimer’s Disease but 
without the symptoms of dementia. He has 
published close to 400 papers with h-index of 
121 and is recognized as highly cited researcher 
2018, 2019 and 2020 (Clarivate, Web of Science 
Group).   Expertscape considers him World 
Expert in Alzheimer’s disease (no 8 worldwide), 
Presenilins (no1 worldwide) and Amyloid beta-
Peptides (no 4 worldwide). 

Professor Bart De 
Strooper

Director, UK Dementia 
Research institute, 
Professor and VIB 
researcher, KULeuven, 
Belgium and UCL, 
London
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Dr Devous is Vice President of Imaging 
Development at Avid Radiopharmaceuticals. 
He was previously Professor of Radiology, 
Neurology, and Bioengineering, Director of 
the Alzheimer’s Disease Center Neuroimaging 
Core, Co-Principal Investigator of the North 
Texas Traumatic Brain Injury Model System, 
and Associate Director of the Nuclear Medicine 
Center at the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center, Dallas, Texas. He remains 
an Adjunct Professor of Neurology at UT 
Southwestern and of Behavioral and Brain 
Sciences at the University of Texas at Dallas. 
He has authored more than 200 peer- reviewed 
articles, 375 abstracts, and 30 books or book 
chapters. Dr Devous is past president of the 
Society of Nuclear Medicine, the Education and 
Research Foundation, and the Brain Imaging 
Council. He is a former chair of the Food and 
Drug Administration Medical Imaging Drugs 
Advisory Committee. He has received numerous 
awards, including: Presidential Distinguished 
Service Award - Society of Nuclear Medicine; 
Scientific Merit First Award - American Speech, 
Language and Hearing Association; and the 
Kuhl-Lassen Award, the highest award of 
the Brain Imaging Council and the Society 
of Nuclear Medicine. His research focuses on 
advancing understanding of the pathobiology of 
neurologic and psychiatric disorders, and normal 
brain function, through molecular, functional, 
and structural neuroimaging techniques.

Bruno Dubois is currently Professor of Neurology 
at the Neurological Institute of the Salpétrière 
University Hospital at Paris, University Pierre 
et Marie Curie Paris 6. He is Director of the 
Behavioural Neurology Department and of the 
Dementia Research Center at the Hospital. He 
is also Director of the Research Unit Inserm 
U-610 of the ICM (Institut du Cerveau et 
de la Moelle Epinière) of the Hospital. He is 
coordinator of the National Reference Center on 
Rare Dementias and of the National Reference  
Center for young-onset Alzheimer patients. 
He is President of the Scientific Committee of 
France-Alzheimer and of IFRAD (International 
Fund Raising for Alzheimer's disease), consultant 

Professor Bruno 
Dubois

Professor of Neurology,  
Neurological Institute, 
Salpétrière University 
Hospital, Paris

Dr Michael 
Devous

Vice President 
of Imaging 
Development, Avid 
Radiopharmaceuticals



	 The dementia landscape project	 14   |   Global dialogue on biomarkers and treatments: Agenda and participants

for the Human Frontier Program and Expert of 
the French Agency of Drugs. He is a member of 
the European Alzheimer Disease Consortium 
(EADC).

Howard Fillit, MD, Founding Executive Director 
and Chief Science Officer of the Alzheimer’s 
Drug Discovery Foundation, is an internationally 
recognized geriatrician, neuroscientist, expert 
in Alzheimer's disease and an innovative 
philanthropy executive. The Alzheimer’s Drug 
Discovery Foundation is a nonprofit whose 
mission is to rapidly accelerate the discovery 
and development of drugs to prevent and 
treat Alzheimer’s disease. Dr Fillit has had a 
distinguished academic medicine career and 
is currently a clinical professor of geriatric 
medicine and palliative care, medicine and 
neurosciences at The Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai in New York. Throughout his 
career, Dr Fillit has maintained a limited private 
practice in consultative geriatric medicine 
with a focus on Alzheimer’s disease. Dr Fillit 
has received numerous awards and honors 
including the Rita Hayworth Award from the 
Alzheimer’s Association, and has authored or 
co-authored more than 350 scientific and clinical 
publications.

Franca Gatto is the Director of the Aging, 
Seniors and Dementia Division in the Centre 
for Health Promotion at the Public Health 
Agency of Canada, a position she has held 
since September 2017. Franca works with 
stakeholder organizations and provincial and 
territorial governments across Canada, and is 
the federal government focal point for health 
issues affecting Canada’s older adult population.  
Through federal investments, partnerships and 
policy leadership, the Division of Aging, Seniors 
and Dementia seeks to promote healthy aging 
in the areas of dementia, injury prevention, 
and mental health.  Franca and her team is 
responsible for the development of Canada’s 
first national dementia strategy, A Dementia 
Strategy for Canada: Together We Aspire, 
launched in 2019. Along with her team she is 

Franca Gatto

Director of the Aging, 
Seniors and Dementia 
Division, Centre for 
Health Promotion 
at the Public Health 
Agency of Canada

Dr Howard Fillit

Chief Science Officer, 
Alzheimer’s Drug 
Discovery Foundation
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spearheading the implementation of the national 
dementia strategy and is administering federal 
investments of $70M over five years to support 
key components of the strategy.  Prior to joining 
the Public Health Agency, Franca gained over 
25 years of experience in providing strategic 
policy and communications advice to decision-
makers in the federal Health Portfolio, primarily 
at Health Canada. Franca holds a Master of 
Business Administration from the University of 
Ottawa and a Bachelor of Public Relations from 
Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia.

Dr Serge Gauthier is Director of the Alzheimer's 
disease Research Unit at the McGill Centre 
for Studies in Aging, McGill University and 
a Professor at the University's Neurology 
and Neurosurgery, Psychiatry and Medicine 
Departments. He was formerly Clinical 
Investigator and Staff Neurologist at the 
Montreal Neurological Hospital and Institute, 
Director of the McGill Centre for Studies in 
Ageing and Research Chair at the Canadian 
Institute for Health Research. His research 
interests include etiology and treatment of 
Alzheimer's disease and other related diagnosis 
and development of consensus guidelines 
on approval and use of antidementia drugs, 
and on the rights of persons with dementia 
to participate in research. Main publications 
are Clinical Diagnosis and Management of 
Alzheimer's Disease (2006), Alzheimer's Disease 
in Primary Care (1997) and Pharmacotherapy of 
Alzheimer's Disease (1998).

Professor Serge 
Gauthier

Director, Alzheimer's 
Disease Research Unit 
at the McGill Centre 
for Studies in Aging, 
McGill University
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Todd E. Golde, M.D., Ph.D., is director of the 
Evelyn F. and William L. McKnight Brain 
Institute (MBI) of the University of Florida, 
where he oversees, champions and facilitates 
neuroscience and neuromedicine research 
programs across the UF campus. A professor of 
neuroscience and neurology, Dr Golde joined the 
UF faculty in 2009 and became founding director 
of UF’s Center for Translational Research in 
Neurodegenerative Disease (CTRND), which he 
led until taking the helm at the MBI in December 
2016. An internationally known expert in the 
scientific understanding of Alzheimer’s disease 
(AD), Dr Golde has published more than 290 
papers that have been cited more than 36,000 
times.

Dr Margaret (Peggy) A. Hamburg is an 
internationally recognised leader in public 
health and medicine. She is the former 
Commissioner of the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), having stepped down 
from that role in April 2015 after almost six 
years of service. Peggy Hamburg is Chair of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science and is an elected member of the Council 
on Foreign Relations and the National Academy 
of Sciences, where she serves as Foreign 
Secretary. She currently sits on the board of the 
Commonwealth Fund, the Simons Foundation, 
the Urban Institute and the American Museum 
of Natural History. She is also a member of the 
Harvard University Global Advisory Council and 
the Scientific Advisory Committee for the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Dr Todd Golde

Director, Evelyn F. and 
William L. McKnight 
Brain Institute, 
University of Florida

Dr Margaret 
Hamburg

Chair, 
American Association 
for the Advancement 
of Science
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Originally trained as a neurologist and 
neuropathologist, Dr Iwatsubo has contributed 
to the studies of human neurodegenerative 
disorders, especially Alzheimer’s and Parkinson 
disease, using multidisciplinary approaches. He 
demonstrated that Aβ42 is the initially deposited 
species in senile plaque amyloid, elucidated the 
process of γ-secretase complex formation and 
identified hyperphoshorylated ω-synuclein as 
a component of Lewy bodies. On the clinical 
front, Iwatsubo has been the PI of Japanese AD 
Neuroimaging Initiative (J-ADNI) and currently 
he serves as the PI of the A4 study in Japan, and 
the Japanese Trial Ready Cohort for Preclinical 
and Prodromal Alzheimer’s Disease (J-TRC-
PAD).

Sam Jackson, MD, MBA, is the Senior Vice 
President of Clinical Development at Alector 
where he works on therapies in development 
for FTD, Alzheimer’s Disease and other 
neurodegenerative conditions.  Sam is a board-
certified emergency physician with fellowship 
training in Medical Toxicology.  Sam started his 
industry career at Amgen, moving to positions 
of growing responsibility at Genentech and 
Dynavax.  He then served as the Chief Medical 
Officer of Alkahest where he designed and 
initiated four phase 2 trials in neurological 
and ophthalmologic diseases. Sam received his 
joint MD and MBA degrees from the University 
of Pennsylvania where he was a 21st Century 
Scholar. He lives in the San Francisco Bay Area 
where he makes a valiant attempt to keep up 
with his two teenagers.
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Ivan Koychev is a clinical academic 
psychiatrist at the University of Oxford with 
a focus on the development of treatments for 
neurodegenerative disorders. His research 
experience spans the key components of 
neuroscience clinical trial methodology: 
conduct of proof-of-concept (PoC) biomarker-
based clinical trials in surrogate populations, 
testing of repurposed compounds, development 
of stratification and efficacy biomarkers and 
creation of infrastructure for large-scale 
stratified recruitment into preclinical dementia 
experimental medicine studies and clinical 
trials. He has a particular interest in the 
development of scalable biomarkers for the 
detection of preclinical Alzheimer’s disease 
using digital technologies, blood biomarkers and 
longitudinal health data. Clinically, he works as 
a Consultant Neuropsychiatrist focusing on the 
assessment and management of patients with 
neuropsychiatric presentations in acute medical 
settings. 

Husseini K Manji, MD, FRCPC is Global Head, 
J&J Science for Minds, and immediate past 
Therapeutic Head for Neuroscience at Janssen 
Research & Development, one of the Johnson & 
Johnson pharmaceutical companies. His research 
has investigated disease- and treatment-
induced changes in gene and protein networks 
that regulate synaptic and neural plasticity in 
neuropsychiatric disorders. This has led to the 
FDA approval of the first novel antidepressant 
mechanism (NMDA-antagonism) in decades 
and has been actively involved in developing 
biomarkers to help refine these diseases. Dr 
Manji has been inducted into the National 
Academy of Medicine, the World Economic 
Forum Global Future Councils and is a member 
of Harvard/MIT’s Stanley Center SAB, amongst 
other appointments. He has received a number 
of awards including the NIMH Director's Career 
Award for Significant Scientific Achievement, 
and has published extensively on the 
molecular and cellular neurobiology of severe 
neuropsychiatric disorders and development of 
novel therapeutics with over 300 publications in 
peer-reviewed journals, including Science and 
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Nature Neuroscience. He is an Honorary Fellow 
at Oxford University and Visiting Professor at 
Duke University, and previously served as Chief 
of the Laboratory of Molecular Pathophysiology 
at the NIH as well as Director of the NIH Mood 
and Anxiety Disorders Program, the largest 
program of its kind in the world.

Dr Masliah joined the NIA/NIH as Director of the 
Division of Neurosciences in the summer of 2016. 
before joining NIA he held joint appointments 
as tenured track Professor at the Departments of 
Neurosciences and Pathology and as Director of 
the Autopsy Service at UCSD. As head of UCSD’s 
Experimental Neuropathology Laboratory, he 
investigated mechanisms of synaptic damage in 
AD, PD and other neurodegenerative disorders, 
was involved with the discovery of α-synuclein 
and developed novel models as well as new gene 
experimental immunotherapies. Four of the 
experimental therapeutic approaches developed 
at his laboratory targeting α-synuclein have 
now passed Phase I clinical trials. He is the 
author of over 800 original research articles, 
70 book chapters and dozens of patents. As 
Director of the Division of Neurosciences at 
NIA, Dr Masliah is responsible for providing 
leadership on NIH sponsored programs dedicated 
at better understanding brain aging and 
Alzheimer’s Disease, the Division plays a key 
role in developing the implementation research 
milestones targeting the ultimate goal of the 
National Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease, 
which calls for the nation to identify effective 
ways to treat or prevent Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias by 2025. Dr Masliah also 
participates at the NIA Intramural program as 
investigator in the Laboratory of Neurogenetics.
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Paul Matthews, OBE, DPhil, FRCP, FMedSci is the 
Edmond and Lily Safra Professor of Translational 
Neuroscience and Therapeutics, Head of the 
Department of Brain Sciences and Associate 
Director of the Data Science Institute at Imperial 
College London, an NIHR Senior Investigator and 
Director of the UK Dementia Research Institute 
at Imperial College London. He also serves as 
Chair of the UK MRC Neurosciences and Mental 
Health Board. Since 2009, he has been on the 
Steering Committee of UK Biobank and chairs 
the Imaging Enhancement Working Group, 
which has supported UK Biobank for creating the 
world’s largest imaging epidemiological dataset. 
In early 2019, he and colleagues the OPTIMISE 
Pharmacovigilance Study, an ambitious 
academic-industry partnership to prospectively 
acquire real world date concerning the safety 
of disease modifying therapies for multiple 
sclerosis.  Previously, Matthews spent almost 9 
years as a Vice President in GlaxoSmithKline, 
holding a variety of senior portfolios, including 
those for the GSK Clinical Imaging Centre and, 
later, the Global Imaging Group. He founded the 
FMRIB Centre in the University of Oxford, which 
he directed from 1995-2005. He is a Fellow of the 
Academy of Medical Sciences, a Fellow by Special 
Election of St Edmund Hall, Oxford and a Fellow 
of the Academea Europea. He was awarded an 
OBE in 2008 for services to Neuroscience.  

Dr Pierre Meulien is executive director of the 
Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI), a €5 
billion public-private partnership between 
the European Union and the European 
pharmaceutical industry. At IMI, he is 
responsible for the overall management of the 
program, which works to improve and accelerate 
the drug development process by facilitating 
collaboration between the key players involved 
in health research. Previously, Dr Meulien was 
president and CEO of Genome Canada, where he 
raised money and oversaw the launch of novel 
projects and networks in the field of genomics-
based technologies. Prior to that, he was chief 
scientific officer for Genome British Columbia 
and was the founding CEO of the Dublin 
Molecular Medicine Center. Dr Meulien also 
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worked with the French biotechnology company 
Transgene and with Aventis Pasteur (now Sanofi 
Pasteur). He has a Ph.D. in molecular biology 
from the University of Edinburgh and carried out 
a postdoctoral fellowship at the Institut Pasteur 
in Paris.

José L. Molinuevo (MD, PhD), neurologist; 
his clinical work and research activities are 
related with neurodegenerative diseases, mostly 
Parkinson and Alzheimer’s disease (AD) and 
related disorders. He undertook his MD degree 
at the University of Valencia, his neurology 
training at Hospital Clinic in Barcelona, and his 
PhD, on Parkinson’s disease, at the University 
of Barcelona. He started (2001) and directed 
a genetic counseling program for monogenic 
dementias (PICOGEN), which is now part of 
DIAN and DIAN-TU- He also directed the 
Alzheimer’s disease and other cognitivedisorders 
unit at the Hospital Clinic de Barcelona 
from 2003 until 2016. Later, he joined the 
BarcelonaBeta Brain Research Center (BBRC), 
where he was the Scientific Director of the 
Alzheimer Prevention Program and University 
Pompeu Fabra in 2018 as associate professor. 
He started the ALFA program and several 
other international projects at BBRC, which 
has become a leading center on Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD) prevention from a clinical, 
cognitive, genetic, and biomarker, including 
fluid and neuroimaging, perspective. Recently, 
he joined Lundbeck as Vice President in clinical 
development neurodegeneration.

Dr Niels Prins has been the director of the 
Brain Research Center (BRC), a platform of 
research centers specialized in testing new 
drugs for Alzheimer's and other brain diseases, 
since 2012. In addition, he has been working 
part-time since 2009 as a neurologist at the 
Alzheimer Center Amsterdam of the Amsterdam 
UMC. He graduated in 1998 at the University 
of Amsterdam. He obtained his PhD in 2004 
with the thesis “Cerebral small vessel disease in 
dementia and depression” at Erasmus University 
Rotterdam and obtained a Master of Science in 
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Clinical Epidemiology at NIHES in 2003. From 
2004-2009 he followed a neurologist training at 
Erasmus MC.

Dr Gil Rabinovici is the Edward Fein and 
Pearl Landrith Distinguished Professor in the 
University of California San Francisco (UCSF) 
Departments of Neurology and Radiology. He 
received his BS degree from Stanford University 
and MD from Northwestern University Medical 
School. He completed neurology residency 
and behavioral neurology fellowship training 
at UCSF. Dr Rabinovici’s research focuses on 
utilizing multi-modal neuroimaging techniques 
and other biomarkers to improve early detection 
and diagnostic accuracy in dementia, and 
to study mechanisms of neurodegenerative 
diseases. He is Associate Director of the UCSF 
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, serves as 
Study Chair of the Imaging Dementia-Evidence 
for Amyloid Scanning (IDEAS) and New IDEAS 
studies and co-PI of the Longitudinal Early-
Onset Alzheimer’s Disease Study (LEADS), 
among other activities. Dr Rabinovici’s work 
is supported by the National Institutes of 
Health, the Alzheimer’s Association, the 
American College of Radiology, the Rainwater 
Charitable Foundation and industry partners. 
Awards recognizing his work include the 2015 
Christopher Clark Award for Advancement of the 
Field of Amyloid Imaging, the 2012 American 
Academy of Neurology Research Award in 
Geriatric Neurology and the 2010 de Leon Prize 
from the Alzheimer’s Association.
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Professor Martin Rossor is the NIHR National 
Director for Dementia Research, Professor 
Emeritus, and Principal Research Associate at 
the UCL Queen Square Institute of Neurology 
and honorary consultant at NHNN. He was 
appointed as Consultant Neurologist at St. 
Mary’s Hospital London and the National 
Hospital in 1986. Martin was appointed as 
the Chairman of the Division of Neurology 
in 2002, after becoming Professor of Clinical 
Neurology. He established a specialist cognitive 
disorders clinic, which acts as a tertiary referral 
service for young onset and rare dementias. 
Professor Rossor's research interests include 
novel neuroimaging methods for diagnosis 
and monitoring of neurodegenerative disease 
and neuropsychological descriptions of 
degenerative dementias. He has also been 
involved in a number of clinical trials and 
collaborative studies on molecular genetics of 
the neurodegenerative diseases.

Julie Anne Smith is President & Chief Executive 
Officer at ESCAPE Bio. Prior to joining ESCAPE, 
Ms. Smith was President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Nuredis, a biotechnology company 
focused on neurodegenerative diseases caused 
by long nucleotide repeats such as Huntington's 
disease. She previously served as President and 
CEO of Raptor Pharmaceuticals, which developed 
and commercialized therapies for the orphan 
disease nephropathic cystinosis and chronic 
pulmonary infections in cystic fibrosis before 
its acquisition by Horizon Pharmaceuticals. 
Ms. Smith also served as Chief Commercial 
Officer of Enobia Pharmaceuticals until it was 
acquired by Alexion in 2012. Earlier in her 
career, she held roles at Jazz Pharmaceuticals, 
Genzyme, Novazyme, and Bristol Myers 
Squibb. Ms. Smith serves as a Director on 
the boards of Exelixis, Inc. (EXEL) and Stoke 
Therapeutics (STOK) and previously on the 
board of Audentes Therapeutics (BOLD) and on 
the Health and Emerging Companies Section of 
the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO). 
Ms. Smith obtained her Bachelor of Science in 
biology from Cornell University.
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Hilkka Soininen, MD, PhD, professor in 
neurology, specialist in neurology with special 
expertise in memory diseases. She has worked 
as Professor in Neurology, University of Eastern 
Finland, Chief Physician, Neurocenter, neurology 
Kuopio University Hospital, Finland. The current 
focus of research is improving diagnosis, therapy 
and prevention of Alzheimer’s disease and 
promote brain health. She is an author of over 
700 peer reviewed international publications 
and supervisor of over 40 PhD theses. She has 
received research funding e.g. from Academy 
Finland and European Union programs. She has 
participated as PI of UEF in numerous national 
and international / EU projects and consortia 
such as CAIDE, FINGER, ADDNeuroMed, 
PREDICTAD, LipiDiDiet, EMIF, HATICE, VPH-
DARE, PredictND consortia. Currently she is also 
involved in FINNGEN project and European and 
global genetic consortia.

Dr Rudolph Tanzi is the Director of the Genetics 
and Aging Research Unit, Co-Director of the 
McCance Center for Brain Health, Co-Director of 
the MassGeneral Institute for Neurodegenerative 
Disease, and Vice-Chair of Neurology (Research), 
at Massachusetts General Hospital, and the 
Joseph P. and Rose F. Kennedy Professor of 
Neurology at Harvard Medical School. Dr Tanzi 
discovered the first three Alzheimer’s disease 
genes and the first neuroinflammation-related 
Alzheimer’s gene, CD33. He is developing 
therapies for treating and preventing AD 
using human his laboratory’s brain organoid 
models. Dr Tanzi has published nearly 600 
papers, received numerous awards, including 
the Metropolitan Life Award, Potamkin Prize, 
Smithsonian American Ingenuity Award, and 
was one of the TIME100 Most Influential People 
in the World. Dr Tanzi is a New York Times 
bestselling author, who co-authored “Decoding 
Darkness” “Super Brain”, “Super Genes”, and 
“The Healing Self” with Deepak Chopra. He has 
also hosted three PBS shows and made numerous 
appearances on network and cable news and 
medical television shows. In his spare time, he 
plays keyboards for Joe Perry, Aerosmith and 
other musicians. 
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Dr Martin Traber is a bio-pharmaceutical 
professional with more than 15 years of 
experience in clinical development and medical 
affairs. Neurosciences are the focus including 
Alzheimer’s Disease, Multiple Sclerosis, and 
Spinal Muscular Atrophy. His involvement 
with Alzheimer’s Disease goes back to the first 
monoclonal antibodies investigated, namely 
bapineuzumab, for which he was running the 
clinical trials in Switzerland at that time. Today 
at Roche, Martin serves as the Global Medical 
Lead for Alzheimer’s Disease supporting the 
late-stage investigational anti-amyloid drugs 
gantenerumab, crenezumab and the anti-tau 
drug semorinemab, as well as our diagnostic 
solutions including the EMA approved Elecsys® 
CSF assays. 

Cornelia van Duijn is a full professor of Genetic 
Epidemiology at the Nuffield Department of 
Population Health, University of Oxford and a 
Fellow of St Cross College, University of Oxford. 
Her research portfolio includes proteomic and 
metabolomic studies as key intermediate players 
linking the human genome, medication and 
lifestyle to Alzheimer’s disease and related 
disorders. She is a leader in several international 
genome wide association consortia such as 
CHARGE (Cohorts for Heart & Aging Research 
in Genome Epidemiology), ENGAGE (European 
Network for Genetic and Genomic Epidemiology), 
EAGLE (Early Genetics and Life Course 
Epidemiology), IGAP (International Genomics 
of Alzheimer's Project) and IGGC (International 
Glaucoma Genetics Consortium). Over the years, 
she has also served on various European/global 
scientific committees; these include the ERC 
(European Research Council) Advanced Expert 
Committee, the European Society for Human 
Genetics (ESHG), the European Molecular 
Epidemiology Group, and the International 
Society for Genetic Epidemiology (IGES). For 
her work on Alzheimer’s disease, she received a 
Pioneer Award from NWO/ZonMw in 1998. Over 
the years, she has published over 1000 scientific 
papers and supervised 45 PhD students. Her 
group aims to bridge the gap between genetic-
epidemiologic and cellular model research. At 
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present, she is the leader of two major consortia: 
the Horizon2020 CoSTREAM consortium 
aiming to understand the link between stroke 
and Alzheimer disease and the Dutch ZONMW 
MEMORABEL Gut-Brain consortium aiming 
to unravel the role of the gut microbiome in 
Alzheimer disease and brain pathology.

Linda Jo Van Eldik, PhD, is Director of the 
Sanders-Brown Center on Aging and the NIA-
funded Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, 
Co-Director of the Kentucky Neuroscience 
Institute, a University Research Professor, and 
Professor of Neuroscience at the University of 
Kentucky in Lexington KY. She received her 
PhD in Microbiology and Immunology from 
Duke University, and did postdoctoral research 
in Virology and Cell Biology at Rockefeller 
University. She joined the faculty at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center in 1981, where she 
rose to the rank of Professor of Pharmacology 
and Cell Biology. From 1994 – 2010, she was 
Professor of Cell and Molecular Biology, Co-
Director of the University Center for Drug 
Discovery and Chemical Biology, and Associate 
Director of the Alzheimer’s Disease Center at 
Northwestern University in Chicago. Dr Van 
Eldik’s research program focuses on dysregulated 
neuroinflammation in CNS disorders, identifying 
potential points of intervention, and developing 
new small molecule drug candidates to slow 
the progression of cognitive impairment and 
neurodegeneration. In collaborative efforts 
at the biology-chemistry interface, she has 
shepherded a set of small molecule compounds 
from design and synthesis, through IND-
enabling preclinical development, with three in 
phase I human clinical trials. 
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George Vradenburg serves as Co-Chair of the 
Davos Alzheimer’s Collaborative, a coalition 
focused on driving global scientific, business, 
policy and financial coordination in Alzheimer’s 
preparedness, co-convened in January 2020 by 
the Global CEO Initiative on Alzheimer’s Disease 
(CEOi) and the World Economic Forum. In this 
role, George provides general oversight and 
advocacy and works to ensure the Collaborative 
remains sustainable and action-oriented. 
George is the Chairman and Co-Founder of 
UsAgainstAlzheimer’s (UsA2), a disruptive 
and catalytic force committed to stopping 
Alzheimer’s by 2020. In 2011, the United States 
Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services named George to serve on 
the National Alzheimer’s Advisory Council on 
Research, Care and Services for the first-of-its-
kind National Alzheimer’s Strategic Plan. George 
received his B.A. from Oberlin College, magna 
cum laude, where he was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa, and his J.D. from Harvard Law School, 
cum laude.

Henrik Zetterberg is a Professor of 
Neurochemistry at the University of Gothenburg, 
Sweden, and University College London, 
UK, and a Clinical Chemist at Sahlgrenska 
University Hospital in Gothenburg, Sweden. He 
is Head of the Department of Psychiatry and 
Neurochemistry at the University of Gothenburg 
and leads the UK DRI Fluid Biomarker Laboratory 
at UCL. His main research focus and clinical 
interest are fluid biomarkers for brain diseases, 
Alzheimer’s disease in particular. He has 
published more than 1300 scientific articles and 
received numerous awards.
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