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Co-chairs
Dr Maria Carrillo
As chief science officer, Maria C. Carrillo, Ph.D., sets
the strategic vision for the Alzheimer’s Association
global research program. Under her leadership, the
Association is the world’s largest nonprofit funder of
Alzheimer’s research  — investing more than $455
million since 1982 — and an internationally recognized
pioneer in convening the dementia science community.
Dr. Carrillo uses her platform as a noted public speaker
to play an instrumental role in the Association’s
efforts to lobby for increased funding for the disease.
Dr. Carrillo oversees the implementation of the
Association’s growing portfolio of research initiatives,
including the Alzheimer’s Association International
Conference® (AAIC®), the world’s largest and most
influential dementia science meeting, and the Research
Roundtable, which enables international scientific,
industry and government leaders to work together
to overcome shared obstacles in Alzheimer’s science
and drug development. In addition, she leads the
Association’s direct involvement in research by serving
as a co-primary investigator for the Association-funded
and led U.S. POINTER study, a lifestyle intervention
trial to prevent cognitive decline and dementia
Dr. Carrillo earned her Ph.D. from Northwestern
University’s Institute for Neuroscience and completed
a postdoctoral fellowship focused on Alzheimer’s brain
imaging and risk factors at Rush University Medical
Center in Chicago.

3   |   Global dialogue on non-amyloid targets for disease modification: Agenda and participants

The dementia landscape project

Professor Philip Scheltens
Prof. dr. Philip Scheltens studied at the VU University
Amsterdam, Netherlands, gaining his MD in 1984,
and PhD in 1993. Clinical residencies in neurosurgery
and neurology supported his academic development.
He is Professor of Cognitive Neurology and Director
of the Alzheimer Center at Amsterdam University
Medical Centers. His main interests are early diagnosis,
biomarkers, clinical trials and drug development. He has
been the (inter)national PI for over 35 studies, including
phase 1-3 multicenter clinical trials. He supervised >75
PhD theses since 2000. He founded the Dutch national
plan against dementia and served as chair of the board.
He is co-editor-in-chief of Alzheimer’s Research &
Therapy and co-leads various EU projects. He authored
over 1100 peer reviewed papers and > 75 book chapters
and co-edited several major text books.
He is member of the Royal Dutch Academy of Arts and
Sciences (KNAW) and served as Secretary General until
2020. In 2016 he was awarded the European Grand Prix
for Alzheimer’s Research. In 2020 he was Knighted in
the Order of the Netherlands Lion by the King. Since
2020 he is also managing partner of the LSP Dementia
Fund. In September 2021 he was elected chair of the
World Dementia Council.
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Speakers
Dr Laurie Ryan
Dr. Laurie Ryan is Chief of the Clinical Interventions
and Diagnostics Branch in the Division of Neuroscience
at the National Institute on Aging, part of the NIH.
She oversees the development, coordination, and
implementation of the division’s clinical therapeutic
and diagnostics research programs and infrastructure.  
Dr. Ryan also directs the Alzheimer’s disease and
related dementias pharmacological clinical trials
research portfolio. Dr. Ryan received her BA in Human
Development from St. Mary’s College of Maryland
in 1986 and her Masters in Psychology from Loyola
College in Maryland in 1991.  She undertook doctoral
training in clinical psychology with specialty focus in
neuropsychology at Louisiana State University in Baton
Rouge.  She completed a neuropsychology-focused
psychology residency at the Medical University of South
Carolina, Charleston and clinical neuropsychology
fellowship at Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia.
After completing her fellowship, Dr. Ryan joined the
Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center (DVBIC)
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington,
DC.   In 2003, Dr. Ryan became the Assistant Director
for Research where she was responsible for overseeing
clinical research development and implementation with
a particular focus on clinical trials. In September 2005,
Dr. Ryan joined the NIA as the Program Director for
Alzheimer’s clinical trials.  In December 2013, she was
promoted to the branch chief position.
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Professor Malú Tansey
Norman and Susan Fixel Professor of Neuroscience
and Neurology, Co-Director Center for Translational
Research in Neurodegenerative Disease and the
Parkinson’s Foundation Research Center. The research
interests of our laboratory include investigating the
role and regulation of immune and inflammatory
mechanisms that protect against or predispose and
individual to develop neurodegenerative disorders.
Genetic and environmental contributions to lysosomal
dysfunction and alterations in lipid signaling that
dysregulate neuroimmune activity and trigger
neuroinflammation are a main focus of investigation; as
is the role of the gut-brain axis and chronic peripheral
inflammation in the pathogenesis and progression of
neurodegeneration.

Lenny Shallcross
Lenny Shallcross is executive director at the World
Dementia Council. Prior to that he was Head of
Community Engagement leading programmes across
the UK to establish Dementia Friendly Communities.
This includes the Dementia Friends programme which
is the biggest health social movement campaign
delivered by 10,000 volunteers that have recruited 2
million individuals through a community, digital and
corporate offer. Before working for Alzheimer's Society
he worked in the UK government as a political adviser
at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the
Department of Health, as well as working in Parliament
and for the Labour Party.
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Discussion participants

Professor Ricardo
Allegri
Head of the
Department of
Cognitive Neurology,
Neuropsychiatry and
Neuropsychology and
Director of the Ageing
and Memory Centre,
FLENI

Professor Clive
Ballard
Pro-Vice-Chancellor
and Executive Dean,
College of Medicine
and Health,
University of Exeter

Professor Ricardo F. Allegri is Head of
the Department of Cognitive Neurology,
Neuropsychiatry and Neuropsychology and
Director of the Ageing and Memory Centre at
the Neurological Research Institute Raúl Carrea
(FLENI) in Buenos Aires. He is also Professor
of Neurology in the School of Medicine at the
University of Buenos Aires and is chair of the
Scientific Council at the Association against
Alzheimer's disease and related disorders
in Argentina (ALMA). Professor Allegri has
published extensively on cognitive neurology
in neurological journals and books and has coedited seven books, including, “Dementia:
A Multidisciplinary Approach,” one of the most
important books written in Spanish on this
topic. He has received over 45 awards in the field
of Cognitive Neurology and Neuropsychiatry,
including the National Academy of Medicine
Award in 2006 and the Research Recognition
Award by the School of Medicine, University of
Buenos Aires in 2014.
Clive has led or co-authored well over 600
research papers. He received the prestigious
Weston Brain Institute International
Outstanding Achievement Award 2019. His
main research specialisms are drug discovery,
dementia prevention, improving care for people
with dementia in residential homes. He is also an
expert in Lewy Body Dementia and Parkinson’s
Disease Dementia, and is an advocate of better
prescribing and treatment pathways to improve
outcomes for individuals. Before joining
Exeter, Clive held directorship roles at King’s
College London Institute of Psychiatry and at
the Alzheimer’s Society. He was pivotal in the
successful campaign to overturn a NICE decision
and make anti-dementia drugs available for
people with dementia. Clive is part of a growing
team of outstanding researchers at the College of
Medicine and Health, which is recruiting highcalibre academics and significantly expanding
educational programmes and student numbers.
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Dr Gabriel
Balmus
Group leader at UK
Dementia Research
Institute at University
of Cambridge and a
Lecturer in Medical
Sciences at Trinity
College

Paola Barbarino
CEO, Alzheimer’s
Disease International.

Dr. Gabriel Balmus is a group leader at UK
Dementia Research Institute at University of
Cambridge and a Lecturer in Medical Sciences
at Trinity College.  He was educated at the
University of Iasi, Romania, graduating with
a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree in
2007.  He then carried out his PhD research
with Prof Robert Weiss at Cornell University,
USA on the role of chromosomal instability
in cancer and development earning his PhD
in Molecular and Integrative Physiology in
2013.  Following his PhD, Gabriel performed his
postdoctoral research with Prof Stephen Jackson
at University of Cambridge, Gurdon Institute
and the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute where
he developed an interest in the regulation of
DNA damage responses in ageing and associated
disorders towards identifying novel targeted
therapies.  In 2017 he moved to form his research
group at UK Dementia Research Institute at
University of Cambridge.  The Balmus laboratory
is interested in understanding how DNA lesions
in the mature nervous system participate to
ageing and neurodegenerative disease with
particular emphasis on repeat expansion
disorders such as Huntington’s Disease.  
Interested in translational approaches aimed at
bringing basic research concepts to the clinic, in
2017 Gabriel co-founded Adrestia Therapeutics
Ltd with Stephen Jackson.
Paola is the CEO of Alzheimer's Disease
International. She is a Board Member of the
World Dementia Council, a Trustee of The
Postal Museum and of Lauderdale House. Prior
to ADI, she was CEO of LIFE and occupied
senior positions with Cass Business School,
Tate, British Library and IIED. Previously she
was a Non-Executive Director of the NonCommunicable Disease Alliance (NCDA), a
Trustee of Shelter, the UK housing/homelessness
charity, and of MLA London. She holds a degree
cum laude in Classics from Federico II Napoli
University, an MA in Field and Analytical
Techniques in Archaeology and an MA in Library
and Information Science both from University
College London."
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Professor Howard
Bergman
Professor of Family
Medicine, Medicine
(Geriatrics), and
Oncology,
McGill University

Dr Cindy Birck
Project Officer,
Alzheimer Europe

Dr Howard Bergman, Assistant Dean for
International Affairs, is Professor in the
departments of Family Medicine, Medicine and
Oncology as well as in the Institute for Health
and Social Policy of the School of Population
and Global Health at the McGill University
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences. He
is a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health
Sciences (CAHS) and a Fellow of both the College
of Family Physicians of Canada and the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.
He was the inaugural Dr Joseph Kaufmann
Chair in Geriatric Medicine (2001-2015) and
Chair of the Department of Family Medicine
(2012-2019). Dr. Bergman is recognized for his
research which has influenced policy change in
primary care, aging and dementia. As part of a
government independent commission (2000),
Dr. Bergman was the lead on a major reform
of primary medical care creating team based
Family Medicine Groups. He is author of the
Quebec Alzheimer Plan (2009) working with
government on its implementation. He co-leads
the Canadian team for healthcare services/
system improvement in dementia care (ROSA
research team).
Cindy Birck is a Project Officer at Alzheimer
Europe (AE), which is a non-profit nongovernmental organisation (NGO) aiming to
provide a voice to people with dementia and
their carers, make dementia a European priority,
promote a rights-based approach to dementia,
support dementia research and strengthen the
European dementia movement. Cindy holds
a PhD in Biology for her PhD thesis entitled
“Astrocyte phenotype during differentiation:
implication of the NFkB pathway”. She joined
AE in 2017, where she leads the Clinical Trials
Watch, an online database providing accessible
and up-to-date information on Phase II and II
clinical trials that are investigating drugs for
Alzheimer’s disease and/or dementia in Europe.
She also collaborates in different EU funded
research projects supported by Alzheimer Europe
by helping in the dissemination of them such as
AMYPAD, Neuronet and EU-FINGERS."
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Tim Boyd
Director of
Development, Partner
Therapeutics

Professor Mirek
Brys
Senior Director
and a Clinical Head
of Early Phase
Neurodegeneration, Eli
Lilly

I am a Senior Scientist with over 15 years
of experience designing, conducting, and
managing preclinical interventional studies for
immunological and neurodegenerative diseases.
I also have 9 years of clinical research experience
translating preclinical discoveries in Alzheimer’s
disease through a recently completed and
successful Phase 2 trial, which met its
primary safety endpoint and some secondary
efficacy endpoints. My research has led to
several discoveries, of which I am an inventor
on methods to treat Alzheimer’s disease,
chemotherapy-related cognitive impairment,
Down syndrome, and viral encephalitis.

Mirek Brys is a neurologist and neuroscientist.
He is a Senior Director and a Clinical Head
of early phase neurodegeneration at Eli Lilly
& Co. In his role, he leads efforts in the
development, conduct and reporting of global
Neurodegeneration clinical trials from first
patient dose through the proof-of-concept
/ end of phase 2. His scientific focus is on
molecular imaging and cerebrospinal fluid
biomarkers of MCI and early AD, as well as
other neurodegenerative diseases. Before
joining Eli Lilly & Co. in 2020, his experience
in neurodegeneration and interest in clinical
trials led him to Biogen, where he helped
transition several treatment candidates from
bench to clinic and led early phase of their
development. He also contributed to the efforts
of bringing digital biomarkers to clinical trials of
neurodegenerative diseases.  He received his MD
and PhD from Jagiellonian University in Krakow,
Poland, and completed neurology residency
and fellowship at NYU where he is currently an
adjunct Associate Professor.
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Dr Marc Busche
UK Dementia Research
Institute Programme
Lead and Consultant
Psychiatrist, Queen
Square National
Hospital for Neurology
and Neurosurgery, UCL

Dr Howard
Chertkow
Director, Kimel Family
Centre for Brain Health
and Wellness, Baycrest

Dr Marc Aurel Busche’s research group studies
brain ageing and dementia with a focus on
the cellular and neural circuit mechanisms of
Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), the most common
cause of dementia in elderly people. Marc was
among the first to employ high-resolution
multiphoton imaging to reveal the earliest
functional cellular changes in the amyloid
beta plaque (Aβ)-bearing brain in vivo, and
he identified a key role for abnormal neuronal
hyperexcitability in AD that has inspired a
number of ongoing clinical trials. Ongoing work
in his laboratory employs advanced imaging,
electrophysiological and analytical approaches
to characterise the mechanisms underlying
progressive cellular and circuit deterioration
in AD, with the aim of identifying novel
preventative and therapeutic targets. His work
has earned him several accolades, including
a prestigious Future Leaders Fellowship
from UKRI. In addition to his commitment
to research, he is an honorary consultant
psychiatrist at Queen Square National Hospital
for Neurology and Neurosurgery and sees
patients approximately once a week.
Dr Howard Chertkow joined Baycrest and the
University of Toronto from Montreal’s McGill
University, where he served as Director of
the Jewish General Hospital (JGH) and McGill
University Bloomfield Centre for Research in
Aging and was a Senior Investigator in the Lady
Davis Institute for Medical Research. In his
practice at the JGH, Dr Chertkow diagnosed and
treated patients with early stage Alzheimer’s
disease and other dementias, and helped found
and direct Canada’s largest memory clinic. Dr
Chertkow will direct the new Kimel Family
Centre for Brain Health and Wellness, a research,
education and clinical interdisciplinary program
to develop and evaluate the most promising
approaches to preventing cognitive decline.
As its inaugural Director, Dr Chertkow will
assemble a state-of-the-art Clinical Trials Unit
and further develop Baycrest’s translational
research program in dementia to test the latest
emerging therapies for Alzheimer’s disease
and related conditions.
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Dr Liz Coulthard
Associate Professor in
Dementia Neurology,
University of Bristol

Professor Jeffrey
Cummings
Founding Director,
Cleveland Clinic Lou
Ruvo Center for Brain
Health

I lead the ReMemBr group (Research into
Memory, Brain sciences and dementia)
comprising neurologists, psychologists and
researchers. My main research interest within
the group is the effect of neurological disease
on cognitive functions, such as decision-making
and memory, and the potential for cognitive
enhancement in patients as well as early
diagnosis and clinical trials in dementia. Current
research themes include the role of dopamine in
memory consolidation, the effect of subthalamic
nucleus stimulation on decision making and the
effect of caffeine on attention in people with and
without dementia. Translational research is a
focus of the ReMemBr group. We see and treat
patients with dementia and also offer research
opportunities to people with and without
dementia including clinical trials of dementia
treatment. Collaboration with Professor
Risto Kauppinen in CRICBristol is pivotal in
developing neuroimaging as a biomarker for
dementia diagnosis and monitoring.
Jeffrey Cummings, MD, ScD, is Founding
Director, Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center
for Brain Health. He is the Joy Chambers- Grundy
Professor of Brain Science, Vice Chair
for Research, and Director of the ChambersGundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience,
Department of Brain Health, School of
Integrated Health Sciences, University of Nevada
Las Vegas (UNLV). Dr Cummings is a worldrenowned Alzheimer’s researcher and leader of
clinical trials. He has been recognized for his
research and leadership contributions in the field
of Alzheimer’s disease through the Henderson
Award of the American Geriatrics Society (2006),
the Ronald and Nancy Reagan Research Award
of the national Alzheimer’s Association (2008),
and the Lifetime Achievement Award of the
Society for Behavioral and Cognitive Neurology
(2017). In 2010, he was honored by the American
Association of Geriatric Psychiatry with their
Distinguished Scientist Award. In 2018, he was
honored with the Leadership and Achievement
Award by the International Society of CNS Drug
Development, and he received the Bengt Winblad
Lifetime Achievement Award from the national
Alzheimer’s Association.

12   |   Global dialogue on non-amyloid targets for disease modification: Agenda and participants

The dementia landscape project

Dr Blana DiazCastro
UK Dementia
Research Institute
Fellow, University of
Edinburgh

Dr Rachelle
Doody
Vice President,
Global Head of
Neurodegeneration,
and the Alzheimer's
Disease and
Neurodegeneration
Franchise Head in
Product Development,
Neuroscience, Roche  

Dr Blanca Diaz-Castro obtained her PhD
degree at the University of Seville - Institute
of Biomedicine of Seville (IBiS). After a brief
stay at Northwestern University in Chicago,
she completed her postdoctoral research at
University of California, Los Angeles. Blanca’s
career has been centred on the study of
molecular and cellular aspects of astrocyte
biology that contribute to neuronal function
in health and disease. During her training, she
developed an interest on the close relationship
of astrocytes with the brain vasculature. As a
programme leader at the UK DRI - University
of Edinburgh, Blanca’s research focuses on
the relationship between vascular disease
and dementia. She is using her expertise on
astrocyte biology and molecular approaches like
proteomics, towards the understanding of how
astrocytes interact with the brain vasculature
and may act as a bridge between the periphery
and the brain parenchyma in health and diseases
that lead to cognitive decline.
Rachelle Doody MD, PhD is Vice President,
Global Head of Neurodegeneration, and the
Alzheimer's Disease and Neurodegeneration
Franchise Head in Product Development,
Neuroscience at Roche Pharmaceutical Company
and its US entity, Genentech.  She oversees late
stage development of drugs for Alzheimer’s
disease, Parkinson’s disease, Huntington’s
disease and other neurodegenerative disorders.
Dr. Doody was previously the Effie Marie Cain
Chair in Alzheimer’s Disease Research at Baylor
College of Medicine, in Houston, Texas where
she had founded and directed the Alzheimer’s
Disease and Memory Disorders Center, and
is now Distinguished Professor Emeritus.  
Dr. Doody has received a Distinguished
Alumni Award from Rice University in 2009, a
Distinguished Faculty Award from Baylor College
of Medicine in 2011, and a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Clinical Trials in Alzheimer’s
Disease Society in 2018.
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Professor Serge
Gauthier
Director, Alzheimer's
Disease Research Unit
at the McGill Centre
for Studies in Aging,
McGill University

Professor Frank
Gunn-Moore
Professor of Molecular
Neurobiology,
University of St
Andrews

Dr Serge Gauthier is Director of the Alzheimer's
disease Research Unit at the McGill Centre
for Studies in Aging, McGill University and
a Professor at the University's Neurology
and Neurosurgery, Psychiatry and Medicine
Departments. He was formerly Clinical
Investigator and Staff Neurologist at the
Montreal Neurological Hospital and Institute,
Director of the McGill Centre for Studies in
Ageing and Research Chair at the Canadian
Institute for Health Research. His research
interests include etiology and treatment of
Alzheimer's disease and other related diagnosis
and development of consensus guidelines
on approval and use of antidementia drugs,
and on the rights of persons with dementia
to participate in research. Main publications
are Clinical Diagnosis and Management of
Alzheimer's Disease (2006), Alzheimer's Disease
in Primary Care (1997) and Pharmacotherapy of
Alzheimer's Disease (1998).
I am a molecular neurobiologist who studies
the development and survival of mammalian
neurons. My approach to achieve this has
been to combine all three science disciplines,
publishing in biological, chemical and physicsbased journals. We have made discoveries in
understanding the early stages of Alzheimer’s
disease, pioneering new models and identified
potential therapeutic targets. In addition, we
have developed novel optical technology that
allows the manipulation and imaging of cells
including the airy-beam light sheet microscope.
At the University of St Andrews, I am the
Head of the School of Biology (400 staff, 700
students). Externally, I am Deputy Director of
the Scottish Universities Life Sciences Alliance
which previously helped to develop the European
Lead Factory and the National Phenotypic
Screening Centre. I have sat on many different
funding agencies. More recently, I have led the
Fundamental Sciences in the Scottish Dementia
Research Consortium, and sit on the Scottish
Government Cross Party committee in the Life
Sciences.
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Dr Soyon Hong
Programme lead,
Microglia-synapse
biology in brain
homeostasis and
pathology, UCL

Professor Clifford
Jack
Professor of Radiology,
Mayo Clinic

Soyon Hong studies immune mechanisms of
synaptic health and function in the central
nervous system.  In particular, the Hong lab  
how microglia, the brain’s principal tissueresident macrophages, communicate with other
immune cells and glia including astrocytes to
eliminate synapses in Alzheimer’s disease and
Parkinson’s disease.  Soyon received her PhD
in Neuroscience from Harvard University and
completed her postdoctoral fellowship at Boston
Children’s Hospital/ Harvard  Medical School.  
Soyon started her independent laboratory in UK
Dementia Research Institute at UCL October
2018.  She studied microglia biology with
Thomas Möller (2002-2006), Alzheimer-type
synapse pathology with Dennis Selkoe (20072012), and microglia-synapse pruning with
Beth Stevens (2012-2018), where she identified
microglia as synaptic saboteurs.
Clifford R. Jack, Jr., M.D., is a professor of
Radiology, and the Alexander Family Professor
of Alzheimer’s Disease Research at the Mayo
Clinic, Rochester MN. A major research focus is
modeling the temporal trajectory of Alzheimer’s
disease biomarkers (MRI, tau PET, amyloid PET
imaging and biofluids) in relation to clinical
symptoms. His research group serves as the
central MRI lab for a number of national and
international observational and therapeutic
studies in Alzheimer’s disease including ADNI,
A4, A345, ARIC.
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Dr Ivan Koychev
Clinical academic
psychiatrist,
University of Oxford

Dr Giovanna Lalli
Director of Scientific
Affairs, UK Dementia
Research Institute

Ivan Koychev is a clinical academic
psychiatrist at the University of Oxford with
a focus on the development of treatments for
neurodegenerative disorders. His research
experience spans the key components of
neuroscience clinical trial methodology:
conduct of proof-of-concept (PoC)
biomarkerbased clinical trials in surrogate
populations, testing of repurposed compounds,
development of stratification and efficacy
biomarkers and creation of infrastructure for
large-scale stratified recruitment into preclinical
dementia experimental medicine studies and
clinical trials. He has a particular interest in the
development of scalable biomarkers for the
detection of preclinical Alzheimer’s disease
using digital technologies, blood biomarkers and
longitudinal health data. Clinically, he works as
a Consultant Neuropsychiatrist focusing on the
assessment and management of patients with
neuropsychiatric presentations in acute medical
settings.
Giovanna Lalli is the Director of Scientific
Affairs of the UK Dementia Research Institute
(UK DRI - https://ukdri.ac.uk/about-us),
working on strategic development and
partnerships, scientific initiatives, training/
career development activities. Giovanna
holds MSc degrees in Chemistry and
Pharmaceutical Technology (University of
Bologna) and in Molecular Biology (University
of Southern California). She obtained a PhD
in Cell Physiology from University College
London and has nearly 20 years of research
experience, including a seven-year period as
principal investigator and lecturer in molecular
neurobiology at King’s College London.
Giovanna joined the UK DRI in September
2018, following three years as Senior Portfolio
Developer at Wellcome overseeing the
cellular and molecular neuroscience portfolio,
supporting applicants and award holders,
interacting with a wide range of UK and
international stakeholders. While at Wellcome
Giovanna also served for ten months as Acting
Head of Neuroscience and Mental Health,
developing new strategic funding initiatives in
neuroscience research.
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Professor Andrew
CK Law
Professor of
Psychiatry and Vice
Dean, (International
Student Services),
Head, Department of
Psychiatry
Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland
& University College
Dublin (Malaysia
Campus)

Professor Allan
Levey
Professor and Chair
of the Department
of Neurology at
Emory University  
and Director of the
Goizueta Alzheimer’s
Disease Research
Center

Prof. Law is currently the Professor of Psychiatry
and Head of the Department of Psychiatry at
RCSI & UCD (Malaysia Campus) and a practising
geriatric neuropsychiatrist.  He founded the
Neurodysfunction Research Laboratory at the
University of Hong Kong.  The laboratory focused
on deciphering the neurovascular culprits in
neurodegenerative disorders and discovering
upstream biomarkers.  The role of nitric oxide in
relation to amyloid toxicity was examined and
the possible early involvements of astrocytes and
pericytes in the dementia pathological cascade
were being explored.  Andrew is currently
conducting studies in examining early markers
for Alzheimer’s disease.

Dr. Allan Levey is Professor and Chair of the
Department of Neurology at Emory University  
and Director of the Goizueta Alzheimer’s Disease
Research Center.   Dr. Levey is a neurologist
and neuroscientist internationally recognized
for his work in neurodegenerative disease,
with more than 400 research publications.  
His work in Alzheimer’s Disease and related
neurodegenerative disorders has contributed to
understanding mechanisms involved in these
conditions and translation to new therapeutic
strategies and biomarkers. He leads multiinstitutional teams in NIH translational
programs, including Accelerating Medicine
Partnership for Alzheimer’s Disease and the
TREAT-AD consortia.  He currently serves as
Co-Chair of the Department of Health and
Human Services National Alzheimer’s Project
Act (NAPA) Advisory Council on Alzheimer’s
Research, Care and Services and Chair of the
Clinical Task Force for the NIA Alzheimer’s
Disease Research Center program.
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Chris Lynch
Acting CEO,
Alzheimer’s Disease
International and
Director of Policy,
Communications &
Publications

Dr Tetsu
Maruyama
Executive Director,
ADDI

Chris Lynch is currently Acting CEO at
Alzheimer’s Disease International and Director
of Policy, Communications & Publications.
Chris has over 25 years’ experience in policy,
advocacy, communications, marketing, business
development,  publications and events, working
in the private, public and not for profit sectors.
At ADI he is responsible for the annual World
Alzheimer Report, the World Alzheimer’s Month
campaign  and serves on the WHO Civil Society
Working Group on NCDs. On the director team
at Alzheimer Scotland, Chris had responsibility
for communications, external affairs and
international liaison, marketing, membership,
events, the Dementia Friends programme and
digital strategy.  With a passion for digital
communication and transformation, he became a
Scottish Government Digital Champion.
Chris has run his own marketing and business
development consultancy, Future Marketing, as
well as a successful hospitality business.
His pro-bono work includes start up and third
sector business advice.
Tetsu Maruyama is the Executive Director of
the ADDI, where he has the pleasure of working
with an exceptional team to enable data relevant
to Alzheimer’s and related dementias to reach
their full potential. Prior to joining ADDI, Tetsu
was the Chief Scientific Officer at the Dementia
Discovery Fund, a unique venture capital fund
focusing a total investment of $350 million on
creating new treatment paradigms for dementia.
Before that he was head of Drug Discovery for
Takeda Pharmaceuticals in Japan, after leading
the GlaxoSmithKline Centre for Cognitive and
Neurodegenerative Disorders in Singapore. He
began his industry career at Merck Sharp and
Dohme’s Neuroscience Research Center in the
UK, after 15 years as an academic neuroscientist
at Cardiff University and the University of
Minnesota.
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Professor Paul
Matthews
Head of the
Department of Brain
Sciences and Associate
Director, Data Science
Institute,
Imperial College
London

Dr Hans Moebius
Chief Medical Officer,
Athira Pharma

Paul Matthews, OBE, DPhil, FRCP, FMedSci is the
Edmond and Lily Safra Professor of Translational
Neuroscience and Therapeutics, Head of the
Department of Brain Sciences and Associate
Director of the Data Science Institute at Imperial
College London, an NIHR Senior Investigator and
Director of the UK Dementia Research Institute
at Imperial College London. He also serves as
Chair of the UK MRC Neurosciences and Mental
Health Board. Since 2009, he has been on the
Steering Committee of UK Biobank and chairs
the Imaging Enhancement Working Group,
which has supported UK Biobank for creating the
world’s largest imaging epidemiological dataset.
In early 2019, he and colleagues the OPTIMISE
Pharmacovigilance Study, an ambitious
academic-industry partnership to prospectively
acquire real world date concerning the safety
of disease modifying therapies for multiple
sclerosis. Previously, Matthews spent almost 9
years as a Vice President in GlaxoSmithKline,
holding a variety of senior portfolios, including
those for the GSK Clinical Imaging Centre and,
later, the Global Imaging Group. He founded the
FMRIB Centre in the University of Oxford, which
he directed from 1995-2005. He is a Fellow of the
Academy of Medical Sciences, a Fellow by Special
Election of St Edmund Hall, Oxford and a Fellow
of the Academea Europea.
Hans J. Moebius received is MD degree from the
University of Heidelberg, followed by a PhD
in Experimental Pharmacology on second
messenger mechanisms. He continued his
research and lecturing tenure at Max-PlanckInstitute for Brain Research, Frankfurt/M. Hans
is board-certified in neurology and psychiatry
after his residencies at the University Clinics
Frankfurt/M. For the past 30+ years, his focus
was on drug development, starting at
Novartis, and later EU and US companies as
CMO, working in neuropsychiatric indications
and with diverse approaches in
neurodegenerative disorders. Six CNS drugs
made it to market with his leadership, e.g.
memantine and incobotulinumtoxin A. He is
co/inventor of Namzaric®, Deraphan®, and
several more patents, and co-founder of Exciva,
a German biotech start-up. Since 2019, Hans
serves as CMO at Athira Pharma, Seattle, USA.
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Dr José
Molinuevo
Vice President in
Clinical Development
Neurodegeneration,
Lundbeck

Dr Yoshiki Niimi
Specially appointed
lecturer, University of
Tokyo

José L. Molinuevo (MD, PhD), neurologist;
his clinical work and research activities are
related with neurodegenerative diseases, mostly
Parkinson and Alzheimer’s disease (AD) and
related disorders. He undertook his MD degree
at the University of Valencia, his neurology
training at Hospital Clinic in Barcelona, and his
PhD, on Parkinson’s disease, at the University
of Barcelona. He started (2001) and directed
a genetic counseling program for monogenic
dementias (PICOGEN), which is now part of
DIAN and DIAN-TU- He also directed the
Alzheimer’s disease and other cognitivedisorders
unit at the Hospital Clinic de Barcelona
from 2003 until 2016. Later, he joined the
BarcelonaBeta Brain Research Center (BBRC),
where he was the Scientific Director of the
Alzheimer Prevention Program and University
Pompeu Fabra in 2018 as associate professor.
He started the ALFA program and several
other international projects at BBRC, which
has become a leading center on Alzheimer’s
disease (AD) prevention from a clinical,
cognitive, genetic, and biomarker, including
fluid and neuroimaging, perspective. Recently,
he joined Lundbeck as Vice President in clinical
development neurodegeneration.
Special appointed lecturer, Unit for early and
exploratory clinical development, University
of Tokyo, Dr Niimi participates in the Japanese
TRC-PAD (J-TRC) and the DIAN-Japan as a site
PI at Tokyo university. He had worked at the
Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare Japan
as a senior specialist for dementia from 2012
till 2015. During that period, the G8 Dementia
Summit and serial legacy events were held. He
played a pivotal role in promoting the Global
Dementia Legacy Event Japan and formulating
the Japanese national dementia plan or ‘New
orange plan’. By utilizing this experience, he
serves as the Vice-chair of the Social problem
committee of the Japan Society for dementia
research. "
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Professor Ricardo
Nitrini
Professor of Neurology,
University of São Paulo
Medical School

Professor Rik
Ossenkoppele
Associate professor
in Translational
Neuroscience and PI at
the Alzheimercenter
Amsterdam of the
Amsterdam UMC and
at Lund University

Ricardo Nitrini is a clinical neurologist with
expertise in Behavioral and Cognitive Neurology.
His academic career has been developed in the
University of São Paulo Medical School, from
graduation to full professor of Neurology.
In the first years of his academic career he
was strongly linked to teaching neurology
and publishing books and chapters on books
for undergraduate students. His initial areas
of research where on infectious diseases such
as neurosyphilis, neurosyphilis associated
with HIV and prion diseases. Although he had
published papers on behavioral and cognitive
neurology from the beginning of his academic
activities, only later on his research became
more focused on epidemiological studies in
dementia and in the diagnosis of dementia
in low educated individuals. Among his most
relevant contributions are tests designed for the
diagnosis of cognitive impairment of illiterate
and low educated individuals. "
Rik Ossenkoppele is an associate professor
in Translational Neuroscience and PI at
the Alzheimercenter Amsterdam of the
Amsterdam UMC and at Lund University in
Sweden. He works on the intersection between
neuroimaging, biomarkers and cognition in
Alzheimer’s disease. My main motivation is
to improve the diagnostic/prognostic workup (short-term goal) and to cure AD (longterm goal). Dr. Ossenkoppele received several
prestigious prices (e.g., the European Grand Prix
for Research on the Foundation of Alzheimer’s
Disease (2019), the Young Investigator Research
award from Alzheimer Nederland (2020) and the
Queen Silvia Research Prize (2021) and research
grant (e.g., an ERC starting grant and dementia
research grants). He is also an associate editor
for Alzheimer’s Research & Therapy, program
committee member for several AD and FTD
imaging conferences and Vice Chair for the
Atypical AD Professional Interest Areas of the
Alzheimer Association
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Professor Ron
Petersen
Professor of
Neurology, the Cora
Kanow Professor in
Alzheimer’s Disease
Research, and a
Distinguished Mayo
Clinic Investigator

Dr Gil Rabinovici
Edward Fein and
Pearl Landrith
Distinguished
Professor,
Departments of
Neurology and
Radiology,
University of California
San Francisco (UCSF)

Ronald C. Petersen, M.D., Ph.D. is Professor
of Neurology, the Cora Kanow Professor
in Alzheimer’s Disease Research, and a
Distinguished Mayo Clinic Investigator. He was
on the National Advisory Council on Aging and
the Board of Scientific Counselors of the National
Institute on Aging, the Board of Directors of the
national Alzheimer’s Association, Chair of the
Advisory Council on Research, Care and Services
for the National Plan to Address Alzheimer’s
Disease and the World Dementia Council.  Dr.
Petersen is a recipient of the 2004 MetLife
Award for Medical Research in Alzheimer’s
Disease, the 2005 Potamkin Prize for Research
in Pick’s, Alzheimer’s and Related Disorders
of the American Academy of Neurology. He
has published over 1000 peer-reviewed papers
and edited five books on aging, mild cognitive
impairment and Alzheimer’s disease.
Dr Gil Rabinovici is the Edward Fein and
Pearl Landrith Distinguished Professor in
the University of California San Francisco
Departments of Neurology and Radiology. He
received his BS degree from Stanford University
and MD from Northwestern University Medical
School. He completed neurology residency
and behavioral neurology fellowship training
at UCSF. Dr Rabinovici’s research focuses on
utilizing multi-modal neuroimaging techniques
and other biomarkers to improve early detection
and diagnostic accuracy in dementia, and
to study mechanisms of neurodegenerative
diseases. He is Associate Director of the UCSF
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, serves as
Study Chair of the Imaging Dementia-Evidence
for Amyloid Scanning (IDEAS) and New IDEAS
studies and co-PI of the Longitudinal EarlyOnset Alzheimer’s Disease Study (LEADS),
among other activities. Dr Rabinovici’s work
is supported by the National Institutes of
Health, the Alzheimer’s Association, the
American College of Radiology, the Rainwater
Charitable Foundation and industry partners.
Awards recognizing his work include the 2015
Christopher Clark Award for Advancement of the
Field of Amyloid Imaging, the 2012 American
Academy of Neurology Research Award in
Geriatric Neurology and the 2010 de Leon Prize
from the Alzheimer’s Association.
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Dr Tim
Raemaekers
Programme Officer
Neurodegeneration,
European Commission
(EU)

Professor
Vijayalakshmi
Ravindranath
Professor, Centre for
Brain Research

Tim Raemaekers joined DG Research &
Innovation at the European Commission in 2019
where he works on policy development in the
area of neuroscience. Prior to this, and since
2014, he worked for the European Commission’s
DG Joint Research Centre in Italy where he
supported projects in the areas of biotechnology
and medical technology. He particularly
worked on a project aimed at developing
and improving tools for a coherent, safe and
effective management of medical devices in
Europe. He was trained as a bioengineer in cell
and gene biotechnology and holds a PhD in the
Medical Sciences from the University of Leuven
(Belgium). His doctoral work on cancer cell
biology led to the discovery of an essential gene
for cell division. As a postdoc, he studied the
cell biology of neuronal synapse formation and
degeneration at the VIB Centre for the Biology of
Disease (Belgium).  
Dr. Vijayalakshmi Ravindranath obtained her
Ph.D from the University of Mysore in 1981. In
1986, after completing her post-doctoral training
at the National Institutes of Health, USA, she
joined the Department of Neurochemistry
at National Institute of Mental Health and
Neurosciences, (NIMHANS) Bangalore. In 1999,
the Dept. of Biotechnology (DBT), Government
of India sought her out to help establish the
National Brain Research Centre (NBRC), an
autonomous institution of DBT, Ministry of
Science and Technology as a centre of excellence
and to co-ordinate and network neuroscience
research groups in the country. She continued as
Founder Director, NBRC till May 2009, when she
returned to Bangalore at the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc) as Professor and Founder Chair of
the newly created Centre for Neuroscience. She
is currently Founder Director, Centre for Brain
Research (CBR) at Indian Institute of Science.
The newly established Centre for Brain Research
is a unique public-private partnership between
IISc (a public funded institution) and Pratiksha
Trust (a philanthropy) that funds CBR. Research
at CBR is focused on aging brain and a large,
prospective longitudinal study of 10,000 againg
individuals has been initiated for the first time
in India.
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Professor Martin
Rossor
NIHR National
Director for Dementia
Research, UCL Queen
Square Institute of
Neurology

Professor Jane
Rylett
Scientific Director
of the Canadian
Institutes of Health
Research (CIHR)
Institute of Aging

Martin Rossor is the NIHR National Director
for Dementia Research, Professor Emeritus,
Principal Research Associate at the UCL Queen
Square Institute of Neurology. He has served
as the editor of the Journal of Neurology,
Neurosurgery and Psychiatry and was President
of the Association of British Neurologists.
Martin’s clinical research interests are in
the degenerative dementias, particularly
familial disease, and more recently in general
cognitive impairment in systemic disease and
multimorbidity.

Dr. Rylett is a Distinguished University Professor
at the University of Western Ontario, Canada
and Scientist in the Translational Neuroscience
Group at Robarts Research Institute. She is
past-Chair of the Department of Physiology
and Pharmacology at the Schulich School of
Medicine & Dentistry and served as an Associate
Dean. She is currently the Scientific Director
of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research
(CIHR) Institute of Aging. She is a cellular and
molecular neurobiologist studying consequences
of age-related changes in brain and
neurodegenerative diseases. She is recognized
internationally for contributions in studies
on cholinergic neurobiology and Alzheimer
disease. Dr. Rylett has served on Boards of
Directors of the Alzheimer Societies of Canada
and Ontario, and on taskforces for international
endeavours for Alzheimer Disease research. She
was also leader of the Canadian Consortium on
Neurodegeneration in Aging (CCNA) Theme 1,
and appointed as an inaugural College Chair
of the CIHR College of Reviewers and held the
position of Executive Vice-Chair. She is a Fellow
of the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences."
Rosa Sancho is Head of Research at Alzheimer’s
Research UK, overseeing the delivery of a
range of ambitious research programmes
and partnerships that aim to bring about
breakthroughs for people with dementia.
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Dr Gustavo
Saposnik
Associate Professor
of Medicine at the
University of Toronto

Professor Charles
Scerri
Professor of Dementia
Studies at the Faculty
of Medicine and
Surgery, University of
Malta

Dr. Gustavo Saposnik is a neurologist, senior
scientist, and associate Professor of Medicine at
the University of Toronto interested in clinical
outcomes and Decision neuroscience research.
Gustavo is the founder and director of
NeuroEconSolutions.com, a company that aims
at improving clinical outcomes through costeffective, high impact and innovative research by
applying principles from behavioral economics
into clinical care across Canada (and Worldwide).
Following his PhD in Decision Neuroscience
(2020) at the University of Zurich, Gustavo
gained experience in understanding how
physicians make decisions. He created a platform
applying concepts from Neuroeconomics
to facilitate research studies by assessing
physicians and patients' factors associated with
suboptimal decisions and therapeutic inertia
(TI). His team developed and tested in a RCT the
efficacy of an educational intervention (applying
the traffic light system strategy) that showed
70% reduction of TI. He used AI-based software
for emotional recognition and eye-trackers while
physicians made treatment choices to evaluate
specific pathways that contribute to TI.
Gustavo’s international leadership in outcomes
research and decision neuroscience is reflected
by grants (over 30 as PI), personal awards, over
280 peer-reviewed publications, international
collaborations, guidelines development, and
invitations as visiting professor.
Charles Scerri is a professor of Dementia
Studies at the Faculty of Medicine and Surgery,
University of Malta. He is the Chairperson of
the Malta Dementia Society, Chairperson of the
National Dementia Working Group, Vice-Chair
of Alzheimer Europe and National Focal Point
on Dementia in Malta. He is also a member
of the European Union Joint Progamme for
Neurodegenerative Diseases (JPND) Scientific
Advisory Board and Early Detection and Timely
Intervention in Dementia Group (INTERDEM).
Amongst his latest contributions is the national
dementia strategy document Empowering
change: A National Strategy for Dementia in the
Maltese Islands (2015-2023).
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Dr Eric Siemers
President, Siemers
Integration

Dr Heather
Snyder
Vice president, Medical
& Scientific Relations
at the Alzheimer’s
Association

Eric Siemers has over 25 years of experience in
clinical trials of neurodegenerative disease. His
research focus is on the use of biomarkers in
investigational drug research, the development
of trial designs that fully characterize the
effects of investigational drugs on chronic
diseases, and more specifically, the development
of strategies for treating individuals before
the onset of symptoms of neurodegenerative
diseases. Dr Siemers most recently served as
a distinguished medical fellow for Eli Lilly
and Company’s Alzheimer’s Disease Global
Development Team, where he was responsible
for the design and implementation of five large
phase III clinical studies, in addition to playing
a major collaborative role in two public-private
partnership studies. Dr Siemers earned his
medical degree from the Indiana University
School of Medicine (US)."
Dr. Snyder is the VP of Medical and Scientific
Relations at the Alzheimer’s Association. She
oversees Association initiatives that accelerate
Alzheimer’s research and provide opportunities
for the global dementia community.  She is
responsible for the progress the Association
has made in Alzheimer's and dementia
research funding. She leads the Association’s
International Research Grant Program, through
which the Association funds investigations
that advance understanding of Alzheimer's
and moves the field toward solutions for the
global Alzheimer's crisis. As the world’s largest
nonprofit funder of Alzheimer's research, the
Association is currently investing over $250
million in more than 700 active best-of-field
projects in 39 countries.
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Professor Hilkka
Soininen
Professor in Neurology,
University of Eastern
Finland

Professor Reisa
Sperling
Co-principal
investigator of the
Harvard Aging Brain
Study in Boston

Hilkka Soininen, MD, PhD, professor in
neurology, specialist in neurology with special
expertise in memory diseases. She has worked
as Professor in Neurology, University of Eastern
Finland, Chief Physician, Neurocenter, neurology
Kuopio University Hospital, Finland. The current
focus of research is improving diagnosis, therapy
and prevention of Alzheimer’s disease and
promote brain health. She is an author of over
700 peer reviewed international publications
and supervisor of over 40 PhD theses. She has
received research funding e.g. from Academy
Finland and European Union programs. She has
participated as PI of UEF in numerous national
and international / EU projects and consortia
such as CAIDE, FINGER, ADDNeuroMed,
PREDICTAD, LipiDiDiet, EMIF, HATICE, VPHDARE, PredictND consortia. Currently she is also
involved in FINNGEN project and European and
global genetic consortia.
Reisa Sperling is co-principal investigator of
the Harvard Aging Brain Study in Boston (US).
She is a neurologist focused on the detection
and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease, even
before clinical symptoms are evident. Her
research uses neuroimaging and cognitive tests
to understand the aging brain and the earliest
changes associated with Alzheimer’s disease. She
is a professor in neurology at Harvard Medical
School, director of the Center for Alzheimer
Research and Treatment at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital, and director of neuroimaging
for the Massachusetts ADRC at Massachusetts
General Hospital.
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Dr Claudia
Suemoto
Associate Professor
of Geriatrics at the
University of São Paulo
Medical School

Professor
Christine Van
Broeckhoven
Professor, University of
Antwerp

Dr. Suemoto is an Associate Professor of
Geriatrics at the University of São Paulo Medical
School. She is the coordinator of the Brazilian
Biobank for Aging Studies, the largest brain
bank in Latin America. Dr. Suemoto is also a
researcher of cognitive aging at the Longitudinal
Study of Adult Health (ELSA-Brasil), a cohort of
15,105 individuals that have been followed since
2008. Dr. Suemoto has Master and post-doctoral
training in Epidemiology at Harvard T. H. Chan
School of Public Health. In 2016, she was one
of the laureates with the L’Oréal-UNESCO  For
Women in Science award for her contribution to
Brazilian science. Dr. Suemoto has co-authored
125 manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals.

Christine Van Broeckhoven obtained her master
degree in 1975 in Chemistry, with a minor in
Biochemistry, from the University of Antwerp
and her PhD in Molecular Biology in 1980. From
1979 to 1988, she did postdoctoral research on
metabolic diseases at the Antwerp Institute
for Hygiene. In 1983 she started her own lab on
neurogenetics of neurodegenerative diseases at
the University of Antwerp. In 1994, she obtained
the Doctor in Science degree based on her
Molecular Genetics research into Alzheimer’s
disease. In 1996, she was a Distinguished
Alzheimer Professor at the University of Leiden,
The Netherlands; in 2001 a Guest Scientist in
the Scripps Research Institute, San Diego, USA.
Today, she is best known for her pioneering
research into brain diseases in which she made
several seminal contributions. Her work to
unravel the genetic basis of neurodegenerative
dementia and psychiatric diseases has been
awarded several times by numerous national and
international awards including the prestigious
Potamkin Prize by the American Academy of
Neurology (1993); the Belgian Excellence Prize
Joseph Maisin (1995); the International L’Oréal/
UNESCO Women in Science Award 2006, Paris
France; the European Inventor Award for
Research (2011); the America MetLife Foundation
Award for Medical Research 2012, New York and
the Khalid Iqbal Lifetime Achievement Award in
Alzheimer’s Disease Research of the Alzheimer’s
Association Chicago (2020).
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Professor
Mathew Varghese
Professor of
Psychiatry, National
Institute of Mental
Health & Neuro
Sciences, India

Dr Elisabetta
Vaudano
Principal Scientific
Manager and portfolio
manager for the
neuroscience area
at the Innovative
Medicines Initiative
(IMI)

Dr Mathew Varghese has been a faculty at
the Department of Psychiatry, NIMHANS,
Bangalore, India for over 30 years. He was the
Head, Department of Psychiatry from 2013 to
2016 and is currently Head, Geriatric Psychiatry
Services and the Geriatric Clinic at NIMHANS.
Dr Varghese’s areas of research are in Geriatric
Psychiatry (mainly dementias), Epidemiology
and Community Psychiatry, Family interventions
and Rehabilitation. He was a founding member
of the International 10/66 Dementia Research
Group. He co-wrote and edited the Dementia
India Report, 2010 and Dementia India, 2020.
He was one of the Indian Co-Investigators on
the World Mental Health Survey (2006) and was
a Principle Investigator on the National Mental
Health Survey of India, 2016. Currently he is a
collaborator on the Longitudinal Ageing Study
of India (LASI). He has over 150 publications
in journals, monographs, and books on various
cross-cultural aspects of mental health in
developing countries.
Elisabetta Vaudano is Principal Scientific
Manager and portfolio manager for the
neuroscience area at the Innovative Medicines
Initiative (IMI) the largest European Public
Private partnership in Health Sciences (budget
> 5 billion EUR). Elisabetta is Italian, trained
in Italy and UK and worked thereafter in UK,
Sweden, Denmark and Belgium. Elisabetta
is a doctor in veterinary medicine, a PhD
in neuroscience and an MSc in Laboratory
Animal Science. Elisabetta has a solid scientific
background acquired in the 10years she worked
as scientist in prestigious academic institutions
in England and Scandinavia. Elisabetta has
also large experience R&D and in scientific
management in the private sector, via a series of
positions at increasing level of responsibility in
the pharma industry and in biotech in Denmark.
Elisabetta joined IMI in 2010 and has a deep
experience in alliance management, stakeholder
engagement across the public-private spectrum,
fostering and setting up of public-private
partnerships, management of complex and large
international research consortia and last but
not least on funding mechanisms and processes
and administration of European Research
programmes.
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Professor Bruno
Vellas
Chairman of the
Toulouse Gerontopole,
and Head of the
Alzheimer Disease
Clinical Research
Centre

Dr Jort Vijverberg

Professor Vellas (MD, PhD) is currently
Chairman of the Toulouse Gerontopole, Head
of the Department of Internal Medicine and
Geriatrics at Toulouse University Hospital, and
Head of the Alzheimer Disease Clinical Research
Centre, University of Toulouse and a member
of INSERM (National Institute of Medical
Research) 1027 Unit on Aging. He is also PastPresident of the IAGG (International Association
of Gerontology and Geriatrics). Prof. Vellas
obtained his medical degree (MD) and PhD from
the University Paul Sabatier, Toulouse, and for
more than 20 years now he has been involved
in large trial on Alzheimer's disease and on
Frailty. He has published over 560 articles in the
field and especially on Alzheimer's and disease
modifying treatment. Prof. Vellas is the founder
of the E.A.D.C. (European Alzheimer's Disease
Consortium). He is associate editor of the JPAD
(Journal of Prevention of Alzheimer’s Disease),
principal investigator of large international trials
in the field including GuidAge, MAPT trial and
part of large European Funded Program."

Jort Vijverberg is a neurologist, CNS trial
specialist and senior researcher at the
Alzheimercentrum Amsterdam and at the Brain
Research Center Amsterdam. He has worked on
numerous clinical trials for neurodegenerative
diseases as Consultant and Principal
Investigator. He completed his PhD on the
difference between frontotemporal dementia and
psychiatric conditions at Amsterdam University
Medical Center.

Neurologist and
senior researcher,
Brain Research Center
Amsterdam
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George
Vradenburg

A lawyer by training and practice, bit three
generations of my family have been struck
by Alzheimer’s. I have turned to venture
philanthropy and activism to fight the disease.  
In 2010, I launched UsAgainstAlzheimer’s in
the US; since 2013, I have convened the Global
CEO Initiative on Alzheimer’s Disease; and in
2021 I began chairing the Davos Alzheimer’s
Collaborative, an initiative in partnership with
the World Economic Forum to prevent and
effectively treat Alzheimer’s globally.

Co-Chair,
Davos Alzheimer’s
Collaborative

Stacie Weninger
President, FBRI

Stacie Weninger is the President of FBRI. Prior
to this position, she was the Senior Director of
Science Programs for the Fidelity Foundations.
In 2005, Dr. Weninger served as the Project
Manager and Senior Analyst for the Task Force
on Women in Science at Harvard University.
From 2001-2005, Dr. Weninger was a Senior
Scientist at Cell Press for the journal Neuron.
Before joining Cell Press, Dr. Weninger was
a postdoctoral research fellow at Children’s
Hospital Boston and Harvard Medical School
with Dr. Bruce Yankner. She was a Howard
Hughes Medical Institute predoctoral fellow
in the Program in Neuroscience at Harvard
University. While a graduate student and
postdoctoral research fellow, Dr. Weninger was
actively involved in undergraduate teaching,
winning six teaching awards. Dr. Weninger
received a Ph.D. in neuroscience from Harvard
University, and a B.S. degree in chemistry with
highest honors from the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill. She currently chairs the
Collaboration for Alzheimer’s Prevention; is
President of Alzforum; serves as Chairman of
the Board of Directors for Rugen Therapeutics;
serves as a member of the Board of Directors for
Aratome, Atalanta, Eikonizo, RBNC, Sironax,
and Target ALS; and serves as a member of
the Scientific Advisory Boards for Denali
Therapeutics, the Indian Institute of Science’s
Centre for Brain Research and the UK Dementia
Research Institute.
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Dr Maurice
Zauderer
President and Chief
Executive Officer,
Vaccinex

Professor Henrik
Zetterberg
Professor of
Neurochemistry,
University of
Gothenburg

Dr. Zauderer founded Vaccinex in 1997 and has
served as President and Chief Executive Officer
since its inception. Dr. Zauderer previously held
senior faculty positions at Columbia University
and at the University of Rochester Cancer Center
and has served on numerous peer review study
sections at NSF, NIH and National Multiple
Sclerosis Society. Dr. Zauderer was Associate
Editor of the Journal of Immunology in 1987-89
and again 1994-99.  He received a Ph.D. in Cell
Biology from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Henrik Zetterberg is a Professor of
Neurochemistry at the University of Gothenburg,
Sweden, and University College London,
UK, and a Clinical Chemist at Sahlgrenska
University Hospital in Gothenburg, Sweden. He
is Head of the Department of Psychiatry and
Neurochemistry at the University of Gothenburg
and leads the UK DRI Fluid Biomarker Laboratory
at UCL. His main research focus and clinical
interest are fluid biomarkers for brain diseases,
Alzheimer’s disease in particular. He has
published more than 1300 scientific articles and
received numerous awards."
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The World Dementia Council (WDC) is an international charity. It consists
of senior experts and leaders drawn from research, academia, industry,
governments and NGOs in both high-income and low- and middle-income
countries, including two leaders with a personal dementia diagnosis. The
WDC has an executive team based in London, UK.
worlddementiacouncil.org
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